PREFACE TO THE FIRST  EDITION
IN 1896 the author was requested to prepare a brief descriptive account of such of the principal dams and reservoirs as had come under his observation in the course of his professional practice in the arid region of the United States, for publication among other Water-supply and Irrigation Papers issued by the U. S. Geological Survey for the general information of the public on topics of popular interest.
In compliance with this request a paper was written somewhat hastily in the rare leisure intervals of a busy season, which was printed and circulated as a portion of the 18th Annual Report of the Geological Survey, in a more pretentious form than had been anticipated when the manuscript was prepared. The rapidity with which the edition of the paper was exhausted testified to the existence of a widespread interest in the subject of water-storage in the West, and a general demand for the facts regarding the works which have been built and those which are projected. This has encouraged the author to rcpublish the paper in another form., revising and adding to it as the material has become available. The work does not pretend to be an exhaustive treatise on the subject of dam-construction In western America, nor docs it assume to cover the field by an account of all the important dams which have been built. It is chiefly a straightforward description of those works with which the author has become familiar, -either as a consulting engineer, or as designer and constructor., or merely as an interested observer of the development of the ideas of other engineers. The field is too great to be completely covered by any one work, and new projects are developing with such rapidity as to render the task of enumerating them all quite beyond the power of any one individual.
For what it may be worth in the way of information or suggestion to the fellow members of his profession, or to others interested in the storage of water, the volume is modestly presented, craving indulgence for all errors of omission or commission.
JAMES D. SCHUYLER.
OCTOBER, 1900.